Denotation & Connotation Worksheet 
In each sentence below, the underlined word and the word in parentheses have approximately the same denotation, but they have different connotations. Identify the connotations of the underlined word that may have influenced the writer to choose that word rather than the word in parentheses.

1. The village was so primitive (ancient) that there is no running water, heat, electricity, or communication with the outside world. 



2. The man looked to his comrades (companions), who had been his closest friends for many years, for emotional support. 



3. The apologetic (contrite) teenager told his neighbor that he was sorry for accidentally breaking his window.



4. In the story, the man spoke cunningly (cleverly) to his friend to try and persuade him to steal the money.



5. Mr. Beadle was known in the neighborhood as a curmudgeon (killjoy), who was always ill-tempered and nasty to his neighbors. 



6. The hikers stopped at the top of the mountain to contemplate (think) silently the beautiful view of the surrounding park.



7. The boisterous (energetic) group of people at the park made so much noise that they were asked to leave. 



